With 2020 being the 70th anniversary of the start of the Korean War, we felt it was fitting to reprint our tribute to the SENCLAND Chapter members who were Korean War Veterans. This was originally published in April of 2016.
This is an opportunity to once again honor Chapter members who served in Korea during the conflict from 1950-1953.  This tribute will tell stories from eight SENCLAND members who were deployed to Korea and served in combat. We are honored to have these gentlemen as chapter members and another opportunity to say thank you for their unselfish service and dedication to our country under extremely difficult conditions. We salute each one and their spouses who supported them. Unfortunately, half of these heroes have passed away since this tribute was first published. Here are their stories:
Claude W. (Chik) Cooper, LTC, US Army (Ret): Hometown, Boston, MA. Entered WWII service from Watertown, MA into the Army Air Corps as an armored aircraft gunner. He graduated HS in May 1944 and along with most of his classmates enlisted in service. After WWII, he attended the Citadel in Charleston, SC, graduated in June 1950 and deployed to Korea in August from Ft. Benning, GA. His rank and specialty was 2Lt, Field Artillery.  He received very little training prior to deployment, was ordered to deploy rapidly and then transported on a troop ship via Japan. One of the major events of his Korean experience came early in Dec. 1950 while assigned to the 65th Regimental Combat Team participating in the Hungnam Evacuation code named Christmas Cargo that evacuated UN Forces and North Korean civilians from the port of Hungnam, N. Korea between 15 and 24 Dec. 1950. Approximately 100,000 troops and 100,000 civilians were loaded onto merchant ships and military transports then safely transported south to Pusan and other parts of S. Korea. The evacuation included 14,000 refugees who were transported on one ship, the SS Meredith Victory after Pres. Truman ordered it on 16 Dec. 1950. This operation was the culmination of the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, in which the embattled UN troops fought their way out of a Chinese trap.  Following the war, he remained on active duty for a career that included service in the Republic of Vietnam as an advisor to the RVN Army. Claude is a charter member the Retired Officer Association (TROA) now MOAA in Wilmington. He was interviewed by BG Tom Jones, US Army who was one of Claude’s ROTC Cadets at Boston College 55+ years ago. LTC Cooper passed away March 19, 2017. His wife JoAnn is still an active member.
Bob Newman, Col. USAF (Ret): Prior to Korean service, Bob was a WWII Veteran B-17 Pilot assigned to 8th AF at RAF Horham, UK.  He flew 25 missions over Germany.  Before deployment to Korea he crossed trained in the SA-16A Albatross amphibian search and rescue aircraft at MacDill AFB, FL, then ferried the flying boats from Grumman Aircraft in Bethpage, NY to Korea. When assigned to Korea he was based at 3rd Bombardment Wing, Johnson Air Base on the north side of Tokyo, Japan.  He flew rescue missions into N. Korea for three years picking up servicemen who had bailed out of airplanes over land or water. Some of the flying was out of K-16 (Seoul AFB) where he lived in tents south of the Hahn River. One unusual event he had as a mission was dropping wooden boats from B-17’s at the beginning of the war. The boats were for people down in the water to crawl into and survive until a larger vessel could pick them up. The boats were stocked with food, water, first aid kits and a radio. Following Korea, he was Commander of the 313 Airlift Wing at Forbes AFB, Topeka, KS, served on Air Staff in War Plans were he briefed Chief of Staff Generals Curtis LeMay and J.P. McConnell on various topics including combat search and rescue. His last assignment before retirement was Director of Operations for the 839th Air Division at Pope AFB, NC. Interviewed by Ron LaFond.  Col Newman passed away on April 24, 2018.
William (Bill) Paschall, CDR, USN (Ret): Bill was born in Warren County, NC but moved to Wilmington during his school years. He was married to Carolyn, also from Wilmington, NC, who passed in 2013.  Her father had been pastor of First Baptist Church at 5th and Market St. from 1920-1936. After graduating from New Hanover HS in June 1949 he enlisted in the USN for three years. After boot camp in San Diego, he was assigned to Yeoman Class A School.  With about two weeks to go on his enlistment, President Truman extended all military for the duration of the Korean “Police Action”. Bill’s training prior to deployment to Korea was in Assault Boats as a coxswain. He made two deployments to Korea from the west coast. The first was 11 months aboard USS Mathews (AKA 96) assigned to transporting Chinese POW’s from Koje-do to Inchon, S. Korea. They had no air conditioning and slept in canvas bottom bunks in poorly ventilated berthing compartments. Upon returning to the USA, while tied to a pier at the foot of Broadway in San Diego, he was cross decked to USS Seminole (AKA 104). Ironically, USS Seminole was constructed in Wilmington and launched 28 Dec. 1944. It was one of the 242 cargo ships that were built here during WWII.  Within two weeks, they deployed again to Korea for 13 months participating in numerous amphibious landings until the armistice in July 1953. When hostilities ended, the ship was enroute to Hong Kong for a port visit. The visit was cancelled, the ship turned around and sent back to participate in Operation Big Switch which was a prisoner swap deal. They made numerous trips over the next 3 months from Koje-do and Chejo-do POW camps on islands off South Korea to Inchon near Seoul. The POW’s were divided into two groups; those who wanted to go north and those who wanted to stay south. Northern POW’s were very unruly and hard to control. Bill suspects that within a few years they wished they had stayed south. By the end of the Korean conflict, Bill re-enlisted and was promoted to CPO. He decided to make it a career and promoted through the enlisted ratings to Master Chief Petty Officer (E-9). On Nov.  1, 1962 he was selected for commissioning in the LDO program as an Ensign and ordered to USS Enterprise (CVN-65) as Administrative Officer. He served aboard numerous carriers and shore staffs in DC, Norfolk, VA, and DaNang, South Vietnam. One of his last assignment was as the Commanding Officer of the Naval Reserve Center in Wilmington, NC.  He is a retired CDR with 34 years of active service. Interviewed by Al Schroetel. CDR Paschall is still an active chapter member. 
Bruce Patterson, COL, US Army (Ret): COL Patterson is from Shelburne Falls, Mass. in western MA. He graduated from HS at age 17 when unemployment was high, so he volunteered for the Army in 1948 because he wanted the training and to have a chance to travel. Because of his age at time of enlistment, his parents signed a waiver which was never forwarded to the local draft board and years later the board sent him a nasty letter stating he had failed to register for the draft.  He received that letter when he was serving in Korea. His branch of service was Infantry and his specialty after basic infantry training was in the Signal Corps at Ft. Monmouth, NJ. Then an opportunity for OCS at Ft. Riley, KS was offered. Bruce was commissioned as an Artillery Officer in 1951. His training prior to deployment was Artillery Basic and anti-aircraft artillery (AAA) at Fort Bliss, TX.  Transportation to Korea was by troop ships in May 1952.  It took 14 days aboard USS Marine Lynx to Japan, train to Sasebo, then USS Joe Martinez to Pusan, S. Korea. His combat assignment in Korea was Artillery Unit Commander, 865th AAA (AW SP) Battalion from May 1952-Oct 1953 in defense of K-14, also known as Kimpo AFB.  The USAF 4th Fighter Interceptor Squadron was flying F-86’s from Kimpo.  One of his most memorable experiences was TDY with the Marines on the Imajin Peninsula.  He supported the 1st Marine Provisional Division as an AAA platoon commander, using AAA as ground to ground artillery. Bruce told the Marines this was not a good idea because tracers work in both directions, giving away their positions.  His assignments after Korea remained in Artillery with alternating assignments in Field and Air Defense including 105 Howitzers, Nike Hercules and Sergeant Missiles.  He had staff assignments with Army General Staff as Missile Systems Project Manager and his last assignment on active duty was Deputy for Procurement at Defense Logistics Agency.   Interviewed by Al Schroetel. COL Patterson is still an active chapter member.
Bill Pierce, LCDR, SC, USN (Ret):  Bill Pierce was born in Upton, MA and spent most of his school years in New England. During his junior year in HS, his family moved to CA. Two of his older brothers had served in the USN during WWII, so after graduation from high school in Vallejo, CA in 1948, Bill enlisted to avoid the draft. Boot camp, then A School for dispersing clerk was done in San Diego. He had numerous assignments in Naval Finance Centers in San Diego, Guam, Indo-China and San Francisco prior to deployment in 1953 to Yokohama, Japan for shore duty. His trip to Japan was by Military Air Transportation.  Big changes were ahead for him. He was ordered to serve as the dispersing clerk (DK3) aboard a one of a kind naval ship USS Pasig (AW-3) that was converted from a 550’ tanker into a fresh water distilling vessel to make fresh water from sea water for troops serving in Korea. The ship delivered fresh water made by onboard evaporators to US Army barges that tied up alongside near the coast or in S. Korean ports. His assignments after Korea were in many of the same Naval Finance Centers he previously served. After promotion to dispersing chief petty officer(DKC) and serving as Finance Officer for the Naval Attaché’ in Rome, Italy from 1958-1960, he was commissioned as a  mustang Ensign LDO Supply Corps and then promoted as a regular supply officer. His last duty was in San Diego as paymaster for the entire San Diego Naval District. Bill retired as a LCDR in 1971.  Interviewed by Ken Klassen. LCDR Pierce left our chapter last year as he moved out of the area.
Joe Polanski, LTC, US Army (Ret): Joe Polanski enlisted in the Army right after HS graduation to get the GI Bill.  He attended Gannon College in Eire, PA, graduating in 1952 and received a regular Army commission. He volunteered for Special Forces and was assigned to a unit who spoke Eastern European languages.  Joe was selected because of his Polish language capability. Everyone in that unit was sent to Korea for Special Forces and military police duty.  Prior to deployment his unit received airborne and bayonet training with Special Forces at Ft. Bragg. LT Polanski’s assignment in Korea was with the United Nations Partisan Infantry Korea (UNPIK) under the operational control US 8th Army G-3 Special Forces. In 1950 thousands of N. Koreans fled to the South. UNPIK recruited, organized, equipped and trained some 8000 Korean volunteers for guerilla operations. There were three UNPIK operational sections operating from islands off the western and eastern S. Korea. There was an airborne group for deep insertion. Joe’s unit off the western coast re-infiltrated them into N. Korea to attack coastal targets and capture and return with N. Korean soldiers for interrogation. They went in on Korean junks during high tide and had to get out before the falling tide stranded their boats with a tide fall of 30 feet. US personnel were not allowed to go ashore because the partisans’ efforts would be absorbed in protecting them.  Although many of the Koreans made it back to the boats, some were missing and presumed killed. From his unit’s website the 8240th, “In 1953 the partisans tied down over 200,000 enemy troops along the west coast in combat hit and run operations”.  The cease-fire took place in July 1953 at which time the partisans tallied 69,000 enemy lives and 950 prisoners during 4,445 combat actions.  They capture over 5,000 weapons, destroyed 80 bridges and more than 2,700 vehicles.  On a lighter side, a humorous experience that Joe related to Al involved his Polish dictionary that he had left at Ft. Bragg.  When he deployed to Korea he left it behind thinking he had no need of it in country.  But somehow it was forwarded to him even though it was not of much use interrogating and debriefing North Koreans! Following Korea, Joe was attached to the 77th Special Forces, activated 16 Sep 1953 at Fort Bragg.  Legislation by Sen. Henry Cabot Lodge allowed foreign immigrants to gain US citizenship by serving at least 3 years in the military. As part of this program the Polish Unit of the 77th Special Forces was formed and Joe was assigned for duty. Interviewed by Al Schroetel.  LTC Polanski passed away January 20, 2018. 
Paul Semmler, LtCol, USAF (Ret): Paul Semmler joined the Air Force to avoid the draft. The Recruiter agreed to give him a 3 day pass to visit family, spend time with a girlfriend and play in his dance band if he agreed to enlist by the next day. He took the offer, enlisted, and got credit for his first 3 days of duty while on a pass.  His MOS was Aviation mechanic, Aviation Cadet, and finally Navigator. After basic and aviation mechanic training at Shephard AFB in TX, he was stationed at the Washington National Airport in DC to work on Presidential aircraft.  The next assignment was to Aviation Cadet training at Ellington AFB in Houston, TX. Just prior to deployment, his training was in advanced aviation and navigation at Mather AFB, CA that included low level flying in preparation for flights in Korea. While in Hawaii for a fuel stop, he and 10 other navigators who had been trained for duty in heavy bombers, were re-routed to Clark AFB in the Philippines and assigned as navigators in Grumman SA-16 Flying Boats known as the Albatross. For 16 months in 1952-1953, he deployed TDY from Clark to K-16 Air Base near Seoul. Paul flew 15-20 combat missions into North Korea as a navigator in the SA-16. Flights were mostly at night, less than 200 feet over water to avoid detection and were along the west coast of N. Korea; some all the way to the border with China near the Yalu River. Navigation was based on dead reckoning, with infrequent sightings of village lights along the N. Korean west coast for fixing positions on VFR charts. Paul got very good at reading wind directions and speed by watching waves from 200 feet to estimate set and drift. The mission was to drop off South Korean and American Special Forces behind enemy lines, for counter insurgency operations in N. Korea. Landing and takeoffs were on water near shore with taxi to the beach for personnel drops or pickups. He remembers two close calls; once after takeoff near a N. Korean shore, an explosion was felt just below the SA-16. An artillery or mortar hit just as the Albatross cleared the water. Another time, Paul was in his navigator seat just after liftoff when he observed bullet holes in the panel beneath the seat.  That gave him a few things to consider on the return flight to K-16. He mentioned his great respect for the toughness of the Grumman SA-16 and only once did his crew make an emergency water landing.  The mechanic fixed the problem while floating near the N. Korean west coast, the pilots made the takeoff, and Paul navigated them back to Seoul.  On July 27, 1953, the day the armistice was signed, Paul and his crew were near the Yalu River waiting for a pickup. They stayed until noon knowing the cease fire was to have begun earlier in the morning. When the special ops troops showed, the SA-16 and crew flew south on their final combat mission in N. Korea. One interesting and humorous story you might like is about his wife Sally. Paul had known Sally since elementary school and they had corresponded many times while he was in Korea but they both had other interests during the war.  Prior to returning to the USA, Paul purchased engagement and wedding rings thinking that maybe he had a chance if he proposed to Sally upon his return to Toledo where both were raised. Sally did not expect the proposal and had a few details to work on since she had no idea Paul was serious about marriage. After a few months of adjustments, and some change of plans, they were married Feb. 19, 1955 and moved to Charleston AFB, SC. After 61 years of marriage, they both say the best years of their lives were the 21 they served together in the USAF.  Assignments following Korea:  Paul completed his undergraduate degree in electrical engineering at the Air Force Institute of Technology at Wright Patterson AFB, OH, then sent to Edwards AFB, CA as Chief of Telemetry. Col Chuck Yeager was their neighbor. The next assignment was to complete a Master’s in EE at Univ. of Michigan.  His engineering experiences included work in the nuclear detection field and hydro phonics for detection of submarines by the USN. Interviewed by Ken Klassen.  LtCol Semmler passed away August 3, 2016. His wife Sally is still an active chapter member.
Paul Wilson, LtCol, USMC (Ret): Paul Wilson’s home town was St. Louis, MO.  His story from private citizen to soldier started in Jan 1946 when he enlisted.  Paul was discharged in Oct. 1947, then recalled from inactive reserve to active duty in June 1950 while a student at Univ. of MO. He was commissioned a 2Lt upon graduation in June 1951. His specialty was infantry officer. His first assignment was as a Platoon Leader with 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA.  Additional training prior to deployment to Korea was at Quantico, VA.  Transportation to Korea was with 200 other 2Lts transported by train from Camp Pendleton, CA to Oakland NAS, then by flying boat to Barbers Pt, HI, Johnston Atoll, Guam, Japan and finally to Ongin Airbase K-17 on the west coast of Korea. He arrived in Jan. 1952.  Major events and experiences while in country involved battling N. Koreans and Chinese Communists near the 38th Parallel in the area between Seoul, the DMZ and Panmunjom. Paul departed S. Korea for Camp Lejeune in Sep. 1952. One of his unusual duties was as a demolition officer working with napalm munitions and improvised explosive devices. His assignments after Korea were with 2nd Marine Division at Camp Lejeune, NC.  He retired in July 1972. Interviewed by Ron LaFond. LtCol Wilson is still an active chapter member.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This article can also be found on our website https://sencland.org/ Once you go to the website click on the “Our Heritage” Tab on the right hand side for this and many other interesting articles. 
